
Charts have scales of latitude and longitude

Longitude scale on
the top and bottom

Latitude scale is 
written on the sides.

The scales show 
degree and minutes

Degree Symbol Minutes Symbol

Chart Scale is used
to plot position and
measure distance

Chartwork

Reading Chart Scales



One degree 
can cover a 
whole chart

Degree, Minutes 
and Decimal Minutes

Degrees are too large to show
position accurately.
Degrees are broken into smaller
parts called minutes.
60 minutes = 1 degree.

Minutes

Degrees

One minute 0.1 of a minute

Minutes are broken 
into 10 parts called 
decimal minutes

 31.1

115 Degrees 31 Minutes
0.1 Decimal 
Minute



Reading Chart Scale
Latitude

Different charts show different 
scales. These scales are from a 
chart showing 1:37 500.
The area shown on the chart is
37 500 times as big in real life.

Find degrees first,
then minutes
then decimal minutes.

Longitude



Not all minutes labelled. 
Count on from the nearest 
labelled minute or degree.

Scaled marked at 0.5 
minute mark, halfway 
between each minute.

Black bars to 
seperate minutes. 

Decimal minutes marked 
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